Prolonged exposure to the sun can cause damage (o equm
Materials can react to UV rays in different ways:

= — ~— | After bemg exposed to the sun, rope and slings

can get weakened, brittle, and less flexible. Nylon

1s particularly susceptible to UV damage.

Metal, especially when treated, isn’t

frequently damaged by UVradiation.
However, similar to vinyl and plastic, thin
sheets of metal can warp from the heat
of the sun.

Hand-held electrical tools often have heat-

sensitive components (like batteries) that can

become damaged if left exposed to direct
sunlight or heat.

When UV raysake contact with rubber, it starts
to break down. UVdamaged tires are weaker,
have a shorter lifespan, and may begin to dry rot.

Through a process called photodegredation, paint
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and mk can fade and make sign and labels di

to read.
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