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NEWS RELEASE
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For immediate release:

Wednesday, October 24, 2007

Attention: News and Forestry Editors
Skeena Sawmills Shutdown Announced

West Fraser Timber Co. Ltd. announced today the shutdown of its Skeena Sawmills
facility in Terrace, B.C.

“This was a very difficult decision for the Company to make, but unfortunately it has
become necessary due to current market conditions,” explains Lou Poulin, General
Manager of Skeena Sawmills. “These conditions include low U.S. housing starts and the
unprecedented and rapid rise in the value of the Canadian dollar.”

The Company is uncertain as to the length of the shutdown and any start-up of the
facility will be determined by market conditions. The planer will operate on a temporary
basis starting October 29, 2007 for 6 weeks in order to process the existing inventory of
rough lumber at the mill.

Skeena Sawmills employs approximately 80 hourly workers and 20 salaried staff
members. Wherever possible, salaried staff will be re-assigned to other duties within the
Company.

Skeena Sawmills produces approximately 90 Million Board Feet of dimension
lumber annually on a one shift basis.

West Fraser is an integrated forest products company that produces lumber,

wood chips, LVL, MDF, plywood, pulp, linerboard, kraft paper and newsprint.

The Company has manufacturing operations in British Columbia, Alberta and
the southern United States. West Fraser has approximately 9,000 employees
and is headquartered in Vancouver, British Columbia.
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For more information, please contact:

Lou Poulin, General Manager, Skeena Sawmills
Phone: 250-638-4505

or

Bill Tice, Communications Manager, West Fraser Timber Co. Ltd.
Phone: 604-895-2707

Forward-looking Statements:

This news release contains certain statements about potential future
developments. These forward-looking statements are to provide reasonable
guidance to investors but the accuracy of these statements depends on a
number of assumptions and is subject to various risks and uncertainties. These
statements are not guaranteed by the Company and actual outcomes will
depend on a number of factors that could affect the ability of the Company to
execute its business plans, including those matters described under “Risk
Factors” in our annual MD&A which can be accessed on our website or through
Sedar and as supplemented by our quarterly MD&As. Accordingly, readers
should exercise caution in relying upon forward-looking statements.



