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ALBERTA OPERATIONS 
 
This Stewardship Report describes sustainable forest 
management activities undertaken in 2010 by West Fraser’s 
Alberta operations.  West Fraser has four woodlands 
divisions in Alberta that manage five Forest Management 
Areas, which together represent almost 3.5 million hectares 
of publicly-owned land.  These four woodlands divisions 
operate out of the communities of Slave Lake, Blue Ridge, 
Hinton, and Sundre and are managed respectively by Slave 
Lake Pulp/Alberta Plywood, Blue Ridge Lumber, Hinton 
Wood Products, and Sundre Forest Products. 
 
Each of these divisions manages one Forest Management 
Agreement (FMA), while the Slave Lake Pulp/Alberta 
Plywood division is also involved in a jointly managed FMA 
with two other forest companies (Tolko Industries Ltd. and 
Vanderwell Contractors Ltd.).  A Forest Management 
Agreement is a renewable area-based tenure that provides 
the FMA holder with certain rights, such as the right to 
harvest a defined amount of timber every year (called the 
Annual Allowable Cut).  With the rights that come with a 
FMA, there are also significant responsibilities – these 
include such duties as building manufacturing facilities, 
employing Albertans, forest management planning, road 
construction, and all aspects of reforestation. 
 
In addition to the five FMAs that West Fraser manages or 
co-manages in Alberta, three of West Fraser’s woodland 
divisions also hold “Timber Quota” within Alberta.  Timber 
Quota is a renewable volume-based forest tenure that 
provides the quota holder with the rights to harvest a certain 
amount of timber annually from a defined geographical area, 
called a “Forest Management Unit”.  Quota holders have 

similar rights and responsibilities as FMA holders, 
except that long term forest management planning is 
carried out by the provincial government (in consultation 
with the quota holders). 
 
Managing the forests on public land is a responsibility 
that West Fraser takes very seriously, as we clearly 
understand that our ability to continue to manage public 
land is dependent on the public and government 
understanding that we are doing a good job.  To help 
ensure this goal is met, all of West Fraser’s Alberta 
divisions are also voluntarily registered to the 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) – an internationally 
recognized standard for sustainable forest 
management. 
 
West Fraser’s ten wholly owned Alberta manufacturing 
facilities produce a diversified range of products 
including lumber, plywood, pulp, medium density 
fibreboard, laminated veneer lumber, and treated wood 
products such as fence posts and decking.  In addition, 
West Fraser has a 50% interest (but is not the 
managing partner) in the Alberta Newsprint Company 
(ANC), whose mill in Whitecourt produces newsprint for 
the North American market.   
 
Mill outputs, tenure type, AAC, and FMA locations for 
West Fraser’s Alberta operations can be found on the 
adjacent map and accompanying tables. 
 

West Fraser Timber Co Ltd. is an integrated forest products company producing lumber, wood 
chips, fibreboard, plywood, pulp, linerboard, kraft  paper, newsprint and treated wood products.   
West Fraser has operations in British Columbia, Alb erta, and the southern United States, and is 
the largest producer of lumber in North America.    
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While cold temperatures during the winter of 2009-10 
and lack of in-flights from BC in the summer of 2010 
contributed to suppressing beetle populations in most of 
our tenures, the province remains one mild winter and an 
in-flight away from an out of control epidemic. 
Government’s continued focus on an aggressive survey, 
detection and single tree burning programs, and 
industry’s continued focus on decreasing the amount of 
susceptible pine on its tenures are excellent strategies 
that must continue in the long term.  
 
West Fraser’s staff and contractor’s hard work and wise 
innovation are contributing to the Company’s strong 
position coming out of the recession. Doing more with 
less and using new and innovative tools have resulted in 
continued excellence in resource management and 
operating results. Implementation of our newly developed 
Alternative Regeneration Standards and the adaptation 
of LIDAR and low level photography technologies into 
our inventory and planning phases, are just some of the 
innovations in use today. 
 
I am increasingly struck by the growing number of 
stakeholders involved in our business. Our ability to 
communicate well, effectively manage our human 
resources, and influence good policy, will shape our 
business success in the future. 
 
West Fraser is dedicating considerable human resources 
to making the Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement a 
success. Understanding and incorporating Aboriginal 
interests into our forest management plans is essential to 
maintaining our social license on the landscape.  
 
Age group demographics, recessionary pressures, and 
competition from the energy industry are putting pressure 
on our workforce.  Aside from government, we are the 
largest employer of forestry students in the province 

(employed 18 in 2010 and we remain focused on 
successful recruitment and retention. Stable and 
rewarding employment remain the cornerstones of our 
recruitment and retention success; a direct result of our 
remaining one of the world’s most successful forest 
products companies. 
 
Alberta remains an attractive place to do business due to 
a stable and competitiveness-based regulatory 
environment developed through multi-stakeholder 
partnerships.  West Fraser remains a principle 
contributor to these partnerships, dedicating 
considerable resources to senior strategic planning 
groups, regulatory development groups, and partnership-
driven research organizations.  We maintain leadership 
roles in Alberta’s Fibre Road Map, Foothills Landscape 
Management Forum, the Forest Policy Steering 
Committee, Alberta Forest Products Association, Forest 
Products Association of Canada, FP Innovations, 
Mountain Pine Beetle Mitigation Committee, Alberta 
Aboriginal Consultation Industry Group, and the Foothills 
Research Institute, to mention only a few. 
 
The implementation of the Land Use Framework 
continues in Alberta and is the largest influence on our 
long term access to the forest resource.  We have 
provided input into the two land use plans underway but 
the bulk of our tenures will be directly impacted by 
planning processes to be undertaken beyond 2012. We 
have practiced Integrated Landscape Management for 
over 50 years and our future focus will be to position our 
extensive inventories and Forest Management Plans in 
front of Regional Advisory Committees, other 
stakeholders, and government of Alberta’s decision 
makers. 
 
As always I look forward to working with our talented 
woods organizations to maintain West Fraser’s leading 
role in the industry. 
 

For the fifth year in a row, Alberta’s Mountain Pin e Beetle epidemic remains the single biggest threat  
to our forests.   
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Blue Ridge Lumber (BRL) experienced some significant 
challenges and successes in 2010. The following is a brief 
summary of operational highlights from 2010: 
 

·  In November 2010, the latest version of the BRL’s 
Operating Ground Rules was approved by Alberta 
Sustainable Resource Development. 

·  BRL staff, working with our logging contractors, 
continued to implement a log quality program to make 
certain that every log delivered was as defect-free as 
possible, while ensuring compliance with our Operating 
Ground Rules. Persistence in this endeavour during 
2010 helped the mill realize improved lumber recovery. 

·  In 2010, West Fraser announced a $30 million expansion 
of our Blue Ridge sawmill facilities.  These capital 
improvements are scheduled to take place in 2011 and 
will utilize mountain pine beetle endangered timber from 
the wood baskets of BRL, Hinton Wood Products (HWP), 
and Alberta Plywood (AP). In 2011, BRL Woodlands’ 
staff will continue working closely with the staff of HWP 
and AP to integrate the respective wood supplies of the 
three companies in order to provide sawlogs for the mill 
expansion.  

·  The recovering economy in 2010, while obviously a 
positive development, is also cause for some concern.  
Already BRL is experiencing a shortage of workers and 
equipment, particularly logging trucks and truck drivers.  
Collectively, the forest industry will need to explore ways 
to attract workers back to the forest industry and help 
ensure they stay there.  

 

In 2010, there were numerous highlights and significant 
accomplishments achieved by the Woodlands Department at 
Hinton Wood Products (HWP),  including: 
 

·  Harvest operations largely shifted from pure pine stands 
vulnerable to MPB attack to pure pine stands that had been 
attacked by MPB in summer 2009. This was to assist with 
control of the MPB outbreak on the FMA.  

·  Harvest planning is now being influenced by the newly 
approved Spatial Harvest Sequence (SHS), and tracking of 
variances between the SHS and actual layout commenced in 
2010.  

·  HWP and ASRD worked cooperatively to select cut blocks to 
field scale the utilization of solid wood defects being left 
behind.  The results of these samples will help to provide 
statistical support for future drain against the AAC. 

·  A first draft was completed of a long-term plan for repairing 
old stream crossings and deactivating/reclaiming old roads 
that are not needed to support ongoing operations. Repair 
and restoration activities started many years ago, but we are 
following an overall long-term plan instead of being reactive. 

·  HWP completed an analysis of seed required to reforest the 
stands scheduled in the current Spatial Harvest Sequence.  
Through an increased cone collection program, we now have 
enough nursery grade seed to reforest 83% of the total area 
identified for harvest in the next 10 years.  In addition, there is 
enough orchard seed in inventory to regenerate a further 
4,000 hectares.  
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Significant accomplishments and highlights from the 
Sundre Forest Products (SFP) in 2010 included the 
following: 
 

·  SFP worked together with the Sunchild and O’Chiese 
First Nations, and the Alberta Government to provide 
training and employment in areas such as life skills 
development, chain saw operation, tree planting, stand 
tending, and cone collection. 

·  SFP completed two FireSmart projects early in the 
year, which reduces the risk of wildfire spreading onto 
the Bighorn First Nation reserve and the town of 
Nordegg. These projects also provided work 
opportunities for out-of-work forestry contractors and 
residents of the Bighorn First Nation reservation. 

·  An area in the James River compartment of SFP’s 
Forest Management Area, approximately 30 kilometres 
west of Sundre, experienced a tornado that blew down 
and endangered 30,000 cubic metres of timber. 
Salvage operations are scheduled for the spring of 
2011. No one was hurt and there was no damage 
sustained to equipment, despite having operations in 
the area. 

·  Despite higher than expected log inventory at spring 
break up, poor weather conditions throughout the year 
resulted in very difficult conditions for harvesting, log 
hauling, and road construction operations. Purchase 
wood from Hinton and Drayton Valley helped to ensure 
the SFP sawmill stayed running. 

 

Slave Lake Pulp / Alberta Plywood woodlands staff 
completed key business objectives in a safe and 
environmentally conscientious manner in 2010. Highlights 
from the year included: 
 

·  Staff completed the Slave Lake Pulp (SLP) Forest 
Management Area Accomplishment Report and 
initiated discussion with the province to renew our 
existing Forest Management Agreement (FMA). 

·  The Marten Hills Joint FMA Forest Management Plan 
(FMP) was approved by ASRD. 

·  The Slave Lake Pulp Mountain Pine Beetle Plan 
(technically an amendment to the FMP) was approved 
by ASRD. Woodlands staff placed a high priority on 
identifying and harvesting lodgepole pine stands that 
were attacked and/or susceptible to mountain pine 
beetle (MPB). 

·  Staff participated in the formation of the Central 
Region MPB Committee, which is made up of forest 
companies from the Whitecourt and Slave Lake area. 

·  Woodlands staff continued to develop systems to 
optimize the cost effectiveness, quality, and recovery 
of the fibre fed to the veneer mill and pulpmill. 
Reduced waste from more accurate length processing 
was a significant benefit to the veneer mill in 2010.  

·  With the recovering economy, it became evident in 
2010 that we were facing a shortage of human 
resources in woodland operations – particularly log 
truck drivers.  

 

Sundr e Forest Products  Slave Lake Pulp & Alberta Plywood  
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SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION 
 
Sustainable forest management certification is when a 
company voluntarily certifies its forest operations to an 
independent third-party sustainable forest management 
(SFM) standard.  In North America there are three 
widely used SFM standards – the Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative (SFI) Standard, the Canadian Standards 
Associations Z809 Standard, and the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) Standard.  “While there are 
differences between these three standards, all have the 
same overall goal – to ensure forests are managed so 
that all the values present today are there for future 
generations to utilize and enjoy,” says Stephen 
Vinnedge, West Fraser’s Corporate Stewardship 
Forester.  “All of West Fraser’s Alberta woodland 
divisions are certified to the SFI Standard”. 
 
The Sustainable Forestry Initiative is an independent, 
non-profit organization responsible for maintaining, 
overseeing, and improving the SFI Standard; a standard 
that is internationally recognized and is the largest 
single certifier of forests in the world. 
 
The Sustainable Forestry Initiative has an 18-member 
multi-stakeholder Board of Directors comprised of three 
chambers, representing environmental, economic and 
social interests equally, so all interests are similarly 
weighted. Board members include representatives of 
environmental, conservation, professional and academic 
groups, independent professional loggers, family forest 
owners, public officials, labour, and the forest products 
industry.  
 
The SFI Standard (2010-2014) promotes sustainable 
forest management in North America through 14 core 
principles that promote sustainable forest 
management, including measures to protect water 
quality, biodiversity, wildlife habitat, species at risk, and 
“Forests with Exceptional Conservation Value”. There 
are also 20 objectives, 38 performance measures and 
115 indicators, developed by professional foresters, 
conservationists, scientists and others. 

 

“Companies seeking SFI registration must develop 
procedures, policies, plans, and reporting practises to 
address each objective, performance measure and 
indicator set out in the Standard,” notes Vinnedge.  
“Companies are then audited by an independent third-
party to determine if they have met the requirements of 
the SFI Standard.  Once SFI certification is achieved, we 
must undergo regular third-party audits to ensure 
continued compliance and continued improvement.”  The 
results of all third-party audits are posted on SFI’s 
website (www.sfiprogram.org), making the entire 
process transparent and readily accessible to the public, 
stakeholders, and customers. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION 
 
Each of West Fraser’s four Alberta divisions is also 
registered to the ISO 14001 environmental management 
standard.   “Although ISO 14001 is not a sustainable 
forest management standard, it does provide a 
management framework that facilitates implementation of 
the SFI Standard and contributes to an assurance of 
responsible environmental management,” explains 
Vinnedge.  Most companies, including West Fraser, that 
are registered to any of the three major SFM Standards 
(SFI, CSA, or FSC) are also certified to ISO 14001.  
 
“The ISO Standard requires companies to closely 
examine each of the potential impacts that their 
operations can have on the environment and then 
carefully develop a risk-rating for each negative impact,” 
explains Vinnedge.  “Where risks are deemed to be 
potentially significant, then we must develop procedures 
and controls that help mitigate those risks.”  In addition, 
the ISO Standard requires proper training of employees 
and contractors, adequate resources to implement 
procedures, and a written environmental policy.  A third-
party audit is also conducted at regular intervals to 
determine West Fraser’s conformance with the ISO 
Standard. 
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The demand for forest products that are derived 
from well-managed forests, that is forests that are 
SFI, CSA, or FSC certified, has continued to grow 
over the years.  “Chain of Custody” certification 
provides a mechanism for tracking certified wood 
from the forests where the trees were originally 
harvested to the final product that those trees 
become (e.g. lumber, plywood, paper, etc.).   
 
To meet this increased demand, West Fraser is 
utilizing a “Chain of Custody” system that is based 
on the PEFC volume credit method, which is 
internationally-recognized and widely-accepted.  
West Fraser’s PEFC Chain of Custody system has 
been implemented at all of the Company’s 
Canadian operations. 
 
As well as the PEFC Chain of Custody 
certification, West Fraser’s pulp mills and medium-
density fibreboard mill are also registered to the 
Forest Stewardship Council’s (FSC) Standard for 
Chain of Custody Certification (FSC-STD-40-004 
v2-0) and the Standard for Company Evaluation of 
FSC Controlled Wood (FSC-STD-40-005 v2-0). 
 

	������  
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“In 2011, Hinton Wood Products will be planting 439,000 
trees from seed produced from our seed orchards. This is 
the most orchard seed ever planted in a single year and 
represents 11% of the 3.9 million seedlings to be planted on 
our FMA in 2011,” says Diane Renaud, HWP’s Senior 
Silviculture Forester.    
 
The tree improvement program was initiated on the Hinton 
FMA in 1977-78, when cones were picked from some of the 
fastest growing and best looking pine on the FMA.  “Seed 
was extracted from the cones and planted on test sites on 
the FMA from 1978 to 1981.  Those ‘progenies’ were 
measured many times over the years and in 1999, 36 of the 
best progenies were picked to be the parents of an orchard 
the Company started in 2000,” explains Renaud.   
 
Another orchard had previously been started in 1993 to plant 
higher elevation pine from superior looking trees that had 
been selected from the wild since 1988.  Seeds were also 
planted in the wild (we call them tests) to make sure the 
most promising offspring will be included in future programs.  
“A lower elevation white spruce and black spruce program 
was started in 1994 and 1998 and those orchards are now 
starting to produce seed,” said Renaud.    
 
Trees brought into orchards, are free to breed together.  
There are a lot of rules and field testing to make sure that 
orchard seed is genetically diverse (over many generations) 
and that all the seed produced from the orchards is adapted 
to the environment in which the seedlings will be planted.   
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Reforestation is the law in Alberta.  When a company 
harvests a site, that site must be reforested.  The job of 
reforestation falls to West Fraser’s silviculture foresters 
and forest technicians.  As Chris Gervais-Rusnak, a 
silviculturist for Sundre Forest Products points out, 
“Once a cutblock is logged, our work has only just 
started.  We need to decide on how best to reforest the 
site and this includes considering things such as: site 
preparation, planting versus allowing the site to 
regenerate naturally, and longer term stand tending 
treatments like mechanical brushing and herbicide 
applications.” 
 
“Site preparation involves some type of manipulation of 
the soil, normally with mechanized equipment.  The 
intent is to provide a better environment for a seed to 
germinate or a planted seedling to grow,” says Gervais-
Rusnak.  “We also need to decide if a site should be 
planted or allowed to natural regenerate – each option 
has its pros and cons, and it’s our job to figure out what 
will work the best.” 
 
Of course, monitoring cutblocks after they have been 
logged is another important job for West Fraser’s 
silviculturists.  There are a number of legislative 

surveys that must be undertaken at predetermined 
intervals. West Fraser also carries out additional non-
legislative monitoring activities.   
 
“The intent of all these surveys, whether they are 
legislated or not, is to determine if the site is being 
adequately regenerated,” notes Gervais-Rusnak.  “If 
issues are found, such as inadequate seedling survival 
or poor regeneration performance, then we have to 
decide what to do to fix the situation.” 
 
Remedies include a number of different options, 
including: fill planting, the mechanical removal of 
competing vegetation (normally done with brush saws), 
or the application of an approved herbicide such as 
Glyphosate or Triclopyr. 
 
“We use both mechanical and chemical methods to 
remove competing vegetation and we are careful to 
ensure that vegetation/habitat types are maintained 
throughout the larger forest landscape over time,” says 
Gervais-Rusnak.  “Our goal is grow back a forest 
similar in composition and makeup to the forests that 
were harvested.” 
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In 2010, the main player with respect to the health of 
Alberta’s forests remained the mountain pine beetle 
(MPB).  This tiny insect, about the size of a grain of rice, 
continued to present control challenges for both the 
Alberta government and the forest industry. 
 
“While in 2010 we did not see a huge in-flight of beetles 
from British Columbia like in 2009, we continued to see 
some level of new MPB attack throughout our Alberta 
Forest Management Areas,” notes Jim LeLacheur, West 
Fraser’s Chief Forester for Alberta. 
 
The mountain pine beetle attacks pine trees by boring into 
the layer just under the bark (called the phloem) and 
laying their eggs.  In the process of laying these eggs, the 
beetle also transfers a blue-stain fungus to the attacked 
tree.  The combination of the fungus and the girdling 
action from maturing larvae can overwhelm the tree’s 
defences, killing it within a year of attack.   
 
However, not all attacked trees are killed: the tree can 
“pitch out” the beetle, if attacked in sufficiently low 
numbers.  If fact, the small bubble of pitch produced by 
the tree in its effort to expel the beetle, is one of the main 
tell-tale signs that a tree has been attacked. 
 
“In Alberta, the provincial government’s strategy for 
controlling the spread of the mountain pine beetle is 
called the “Healthy Pine Strategy” and includes a number 
of different tactics that vary depending on beetle 

populations,” explains LeLacheur. 
 
“In areas where beetle populations are low, the 
government is identifying MPB-attacked trees through 
aerial and ground surveys and then falling and burning 
those trees.  While this tactic is expensive, it is vitally 
important to keeping beetle populations in check,” says 
LeLacheur. 
 
In addition to this single tree falling and burning, the 
province has also directed forest companies to develop 
“Beetle Plans”.  The first priority in these plans is to 
harvest within stands where mountain pine beetle has 
been found.  In areas where beetles are still not present, 
the priority is to harvest pine stands that are most 
susceptible to MPB attack (i.e. large, older trees).  
 
“The government’s objective is to have companies like 
ours reduce the amount of beetle-susceptible pine trees 
in our operating areas by 75% over a 20 year period,” 
explains LeLacheur. 
 
There are also other government policies and directives 
created to help control and manage mountain pine 
beetle.  This includes tactics like:  lowering stumpage 
when companies are logging in beetle attacked stands, 
imposing restrictions regarding when pine trees can be 
hauled, and making dollars available for surveying and 
controlling beetle-attacked trees. 
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“This combination of aggressive control of current MPB 
attack, while at the same time reducing the amount of 
MPB-susceptible pine trees on the landscape, will help 
slow the spread of this damaging beetle; however, the 
factor that will have the single biggest impact on the long 
term survival of MPB in Alberta will be cold weather,” 
says LeLacheur. 
 
“Warmer than normal winters have been the cause of the 
beetle outbreak in BC.  Winters in Alberta have remained 
cold enough to at least keep the beetle from reaching 
epidemic levels in most of West Fraser’s operating 
areas; however, if we have a warm winter, that could all 
change, ” notes LeLacheur.  
 
DIVISIONAL BEETLE UPDATES 
�

Every West Fraser Alberta division has a different 
vulnerability to mountain pine beetle attack and therefore 
the situation for each is different, as are the different 
strategies employed. The following sections update the 
2010 MPB status for each of West Fraser’s managed 
tenures. 
 
Blue Ridge Lumber  
 

The Blue Ridge FMA originally (2007) had significant 
levels of MPB attack in its western and north western 
portions. A combination of favourable weather, falling 
and burning by ASRD, and aggressive harvesting of 
MPB attacked stands by BRL appears to have caused 
significant beetle population declines in 2010.  
 
Brian Davies, Woodlands Manager at BRL, says, “We 
are optimistic that continuing aggressive falling and 
burning and harvesting programs will help slow the MPB 
population on the FMA.  Our main strategy is to harvest 
pine stands that contain beetle or are at risk of pine 
beetle attack.” 
 

“We harvested over 160 cut blocks in 2010 and only two 
of these blocks did not have MPB in them. These two 
blocks were however, ranked as a highly susceptible to 
MPB attack,” say Davies. 
 
Woodlands’ staff at Blue Ridge Lumber (BRL) will 
continue to implement their government approved Beetle 
Plan.  In 2010, the Blue Ridge FMA again found pockets 
of MPB attack in significant numbers, but there still was 
not wide spread attack across the entire FMA.   
 
Hinton Wood Products  
 

Hinton Wood Products’ Beetle Plan was approved by 
ASRD in 2010.  This plan outlines HWP’s strategy for 
addressing MPB on the Hinton FMA.   
 
Richard Briand, HWP’s Planning Coordinator, says, “To 
monitor beetle levels, Hinton Wood Products (HWP) has 
been conducting a pheromone dispersal baiting program 
for the last five years.  These baits release a pheromone 
that attracts beetles.  Bait sites are distributed on the 
Hinton Forest Management Area at a density of one site 
per township across the FMA”.  
 
In 2010, HWP set out 63 pheromone-baited sites.  Each 
site contained three trees with a pheromone-bait attached 
to it.  Briand said, “We checked the 63 deployed sites. Of 
these, 34 sites had MPB hits. Fourteen sites had trees 
with significant (�  40) hits. There were seven spill-over 
trees; that is, trees adjacent to the baited trees that were 
hit by beetle.  This is a significant improvement over 2009, 
where 80% of all the bait sites were hit.” 
 
So overall, the beetle did not do as well on the Hinton 
FMA in 2010.  This was due to the good cold spell the 
region experienced in December 2009 and a subsequent 
cold snap in March.  While this is good news, it doesn’t 
mean the Hinton FMA is out of the woods yet.  In general, 
weather has to kill approximately 95% of all beetles each 
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In August 2010, a tornado touched down 
in the South James compartment, which 
is located immediately west of the 
Sundre Forest Products’ mill. 
 
A silviculture supervisor witnessed the 
event and notified the office/mill 
immediately as a precautionary measure 
in the event the tornado moved toward 
the mill site. Alberta Sustainable 
Resource Development (ASRD) was 
notified of the event and SFP developed 
a salvage plan, which ASRD later 
approved. Salvage of the approximately 
30,000 cubic metres of blown down trees 
is scheduled for the spring 2011. 
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winter to keep the population in check.   
 
“Right now, HWP is logging primarily in the pine stands 
that are most susceptible to beetle attack, trying to reduce 
that food source,” says Briand.  “In addition, we are 
working with Alberta Sustainable Resource Development 
to identify and then “cut and burn” MPB attacked trees on 
the FMA.” 
 
Slave Lake Pulp and Alberta Plywood  
 

Mountain Pine Beetle remains a concern around the 
Slave Lake Region. In 2010, Alberta Sustainable 
Resource Development (ASRD) surveyed the Lesser 
Slave Area with a combination of Heli-GPS, fixed wing 
sketch mapping, and aerial photography. The aerial 
survey data was then run through ASRD’s Decision 
Support System to determine the sites of highest priority 
for control. In the Lesser Slave Area, 793 sites were 
surveyed resulting in 625 sites (7445 trees) requiring 
control (cut and burn). Surveys will be conducted in the 
spring of 2011 to determine over-wintering mortality.  
 
Terry Kristoff, Management Forester at Alberta Plywood, 
notes, “We continue our aggressive efforts in reducing 
both infested and susceptible pine stands throughout the 
region. In 2010, our Beetle Plan was approved by ASRD.” 
The main objective of this Plan is to create a landscape 
more resistant to future MPB attack and to reduce the 
overall susceptibility of pine stands.  
 
“Conifer harvest operations in 2010 focused largely on 
infested and susceptible pine stands,” says Kristoff. “Of 
those conifer blocks harvested, 65% were infested with 
MPB which represented 78% (700 ha) of the conifer area 
harvested within our FMA.”  Similar control strategies are 
being developed for 2011. 
 
“If Mountain Pine Beetle wasn’t enough,” said Kristoff, 
“spruce budworm has also become a concern within 
some of our operating areas.”  Currently there are three 

main areas of defoliation within the Lesser Slave Area: 
Brittnell Lake (31,322 ha defoliated), Wabasca Lakes 
(18,805 ha defoliated), and Livock/Chipewyan 
Lakes/Wabasca River/Loon (160,348 ha defoliated).  
ASRD continues to monitor these areas and currently 
have established mortality plots and collected egg mass 
samples which will be used for population forecasting. 
 
 
Sundre Forest Products  
 

The beetle activity in the Sundre Forest Products’ FMA 
continues to be very low for now.  However, as SFP’s 
Forestry Superintendent, Tom Daniels, explains, “The 
emphasis is on the words “for now”.  Some people may 
have read that the Mountain Pine Beetle population is 
starting to crash in British Columbia (BC); however, we 
are most concerned about the area in BC immediately to 
the west of the our FMA.” 
 
“This area in BC is still under attack by mountain pine 
beetle,” says Daniels, “and the projections are that this 
population will not start to subside until 2015.  So until 
then, we could have a large flight of beetle from BC into 
our FMA and thus quickly changing our ‘no beetle’ status 
to ‘epidemic’ status in as short of time as one week.”  
 
For this reason, SFP is staying focused on removing as 
much of the older, larger pine trees (i.e. most susceptible) 
as possible, so that if there is an attack, the probability of 
the beetle population exploding is reduced because there 
isn’t the food source to sustain a large population.  
 
“In conjunction with SRD,” notes Daniels, “we also 
continue to monitor the location and relative numbers of 
MPB on our FMA with the use of pheromone bait sites 
distributed throughout the region.” These sites are 
established in the spring and monitored periodically 
through the summer and fall to help identify possible large 
scale in-flights from BC or other heavily infested areas of 
Alberta.  
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Integrated Landscape Management, or ILM for short, 
has been around for a long time; however, it is only 
more recently that this term has worked its way into the 
lexicon of the general public of Alberta.  This can be 
attributed to the public’s increasing interest and concern 
with the amount of activity taking place on Alberta’s 
public land – industrial activities such as forestry, oil and 
gas development, and coal mining; but also non-
industrial activities such as camping, All-Terrain Vehicle 
(ATV) use, mountain biking, and snowmobiling; to name 
only a few. 
 
ILM is the practise of coordinating activities on a 
landbase so that the cumulative effect of those activities 
are considered and managed for accordingly.  While 
simply in theory, it can be very complicated in practise.  
As Jim LeLacheur, West Fraser’s Chief Forester for 
Alberta, points out, “ILM generally means there are 
trade-offs; for example, some activities may be allowed 
to take place on the land, while others may not.  By 
definition, this means that some user groups may be 
happy with the trade-offs, while other may not.  This is 
the balancing act that is ILM.” 
 
Because of this balancing act, it is most often the role of 

government to decide what activities are allowed, the 
timing of those activities, and the extent to which they 
may take place.  Alberta is no exception to this rule – 
and in 2008, due to increasing pressure from the public 
and industry; the government announced a new 
province-wide ILM process called the “Land Use 
Framework”. 
 
The Land Use Framework began in earnest in 2009, 
with the passing of enabling legislation (Bill 36 – the 
Alberta Land Stewardship Act).  Two initial geographic 
areas were chosen by the government to start land  
use planning in – the Lower Athabasca region and the 
South Saskatchewan region.   
 
LeLacheur notes, “West Fraser doesn’t have any 
substantial tenure in any of these regions, but does in 
the Upper Athabasca, North Saskatchewan, and Upper 
Peace regions.”  Land use planning in these regions 
was originally scheduled to start in 2010 and 2011, but 
it is now looking like planning won’t start in some of 
these regions until 2012 or 2013, at the earliest.  This is 
mainly because these plans are taking longer to put 
together than was originally thought.   

Mine reclamation 
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The development of these land use plans are led and 
coordinated through Regional Advisory Councils, 
whose members are appointed by government and 
consist of members representing a wide range of 
perspectives and experience.  The Regional Advisory 
Councils (RAFs) are chaired by a senior government 
official.  West Fraser will be involved with the RAFs to 
the greatest extent possible, including providing human 
resources and valuable data.   
 
“While the government land use plans in West Fraser’s 
operations will not be completed for a number of 
years,” says LeLacheur, “that doesn’t mean that we 
won’t be carrying out  ILM.”  In fact, West Fraser 
divisions have a number of interesting and progressive 
ILM initiatives that we have been involved in, including 
the following: 
 
Footprint Restoration Program  
 
Hinton Wood Products (HWP) continues to identify and 
restore older roads and stream crossings that are no 
longer needed. While simple in concept, each situation 
presents challenges.  The prescription for the road in 
the adjacent photos was for heavy deactivation, which 
includes the removal of stream crossings and  the 
installation of erosion controls. The entire area 
including the road surface is then reforested.  
 
Heavy deactivation on this road included removing the 
old culvert to restore the natural water pathway and 
installing water bars on the road surface to prevent 
erosion. Once traffic is eliminated trees and shrubs will 
re-colonize the road surface.  
 
Rick Bonar, HWP’s Chief Biologist, says, “The culvert 
removal took about four days and was carefully 
managed to keep sediment out of the creek during the 
process. More than 150 truckloads of fill material were 

removed, and the old culvert will be reused or recycled. 
Erosion control mats were installed and vegetation was 
established in the work area. The work was designed 
and supervised by HWP staff and cost about $30,000.” 
 
As part of HWP’s Integrated Landscape Management 
activities, HWP is also working with other companies 
and the Alberta government to identify and restore old 
road footprint on a priority basis. Planning for this 
initiative, called the Foothills Land Stewardship Project, 
should commence in 2011. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The old culvert was undersized 
and a partial barrier to fish 
movement.  

The old culvert was removed and erosion 
control was installed on the banks 
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Reducing Fire Risk  on the Landscape  
 
Integrated Landscape Management also involves 
working with other partners to make the landscape safer 
from wildfire.  In January 2010, Sundre Forest Products 
started work on two FireSmart projects in the area of 
Nordegg, Alberta.   
 
The objective of these FireSmart projects was to 
significantly reduce the wildfire threat that existed to 
Bighorn First Nations Reserve and to provide a good 
defensible space for fire suppression personnel to work 
from in the event of a wildfire.   
 
The two sites that underwent FireSmarting were 
approximately 200 hectares combined.  One site was 
predominantly selective harvest, while the other was 
clear cut.  
 
“One of the unique aspects of these projects was that all 
dead standing wood was harvested and hauled to a 
central yard for processing into firewood for provincial 
campgrounds,” says Tom Daniels, SFP’s Forestry 
Superintendent.  “Firewood processing was carried out 
over a number of months with labour from the Big Horn 
First Nations.” 
 
This area receives minimal snow and winter Chinooks, 

both of which create significant risk for burning debris 
piles.  “For this reason,” notes Daniels, “logging debris 
was disposed of by grinding the debris into hog fuel, 
which was then either hauled to a mill or spread over 
roads and landings.”   
 
FireSmarting is a way to help protect multiple values 
found on a landscape – values such as property, 
wildlife, timber, and water. 

Wood harvested as part of a FireSmart initiative was split 
into firewood for provincial campgrounds. 
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During the summer and fall of 2010, Hinton 
Wood Products oversaw the construction of a 
new 29-site campground at the confluence of 
the Gregg and McLeod River just south of 
Hinton.  A new large day-use area (pictured 
above) was also constructed at the site.   
 
This new campground on the McLeod River is 
very unique in a number of ways: 
 
�  It was built cooperatively through funding 

provided by Hinton Wood Products, Alberta 
Parks, and the federal government – and 
the majority of the actual campground 
construction was undertaken by Fox Creek 
Development Association, a local 
Aboriginal owned and operated not-for-
profit company; 

�  It is the first new campground built in this 
region in over 20 years; and 

�  It was constructed over top of a heavily 
impacted random camping area; thereby 
cleaning up, rehabilitating, and formalizing 
this site. 

 
Due to its closeness to Hinton and spectacular 
location, it is likely this campground will remain 
popular for a long time to come. 

Day Use Area – McLeod Campground 
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Recreation is a very important value within the forests 
that West Fraser manages in Alberta.  Whether the 
activity is fishing, camping, hunting, hiking, or wildlife 
viewing, Albertans value their forests and the 
recreational opportunities they provide. 
 
Each West Fraser division in Alberta has a different 
strategy around managing for recreation.  Affecting 
these differing strategies is the fact that each division 
has varying levels of recreational use on their Forest 
Management Area (FMA).   
 
Divisions such as, Sundre Forest Products and Hinton 
Wood Products, which are closer to large cities, as well 
as Banff and Jasper National Park, have a higher 
number of recreational users.  The Blue Ridge and 
Slave Lake divisions, which are further from Edmonton 
and Alberta’s national parks, see proportionately less 
recreational activity.  However, regardless of the level 
of use, each division supports various initiatives aimed 
at enhancing the recreational opportunities on the land 
they manage. 
 
For example, Blue Ridge Lumber (BRL) has a history 
of working closely with local snowmobile groups.  “We 
have participated in upgrading the trails with in-kind 
contributions when we have had contractor equipment 
working near by,” says Brian Davies, Woodlands 
Manager at BRL.  “We also donated a cabin a couple 
years ago that has been used as a warm up shelter at 
one of the staging areas. We are pleased to be able to 
contribute to these groups and their enjoyment of the 
forests and first-class snowmobile opportunities found 
in the area.” 
 
Arnie Mostowich, President of Northland Sno-goers of 
Fox Creek, says, “The Northland Sno-Goers from Fox 
Creek have worked hand-in-hand with Blue Ridge 
Lumber in the preservation of recreational trails in and 
around the Fox Creek area. We have always had a co-
operative relationship in understanding what each 
others needs are.  We presently maintain 

approximately 300 kilometres of snowmobile trails around 
the Fox Creek area.”  
 
Hinton Wood Products (HWP), with its FMA boundary 
adjacent to Jasper National Park, has taken a proactive 
strategy with respect to recreation use.  The Company 
manages and operates 15 campgrounds and eight trail 
systems within and adjacent to its FMA. 
 
Dan Rollert, HWP’s Woodlands Manager, says, “We 
decided back in 2000, that in order to address issues 
around random camping such as increased wildfire risks,  
we would actively seek to manage campgrounds within 
our FMA.  Since that time we’ve taken on 24 recreation 
sites.  We contracted Fox Creek Development 
Association, a non-for-profit Aboriginal owned and 
operated company, to operate and maintain all of our 
recreation sites and we have also contracted two Alberta 
Parks Conservation Officers annually to help provide 
security and enforcement at our 15 campgrounds.”   
 
Rollert notes, “The mandate of HWP’s recreation 
program is to provide an affordable, safe, and enjoyable 
recreation experience.  By keeping camping rates low 
($11/night), providing free firewood, and reinvesting back 
into the recreation program with over $750,000 of 
improvements in the last 10 years, we believe we are 
meeting that mandate.” 
 
Other examples of the various ways in which West Fraser 
manages for and accommodates recreations use on the 
Company’s FMAs include: 
 

·  Providing and/or maintaining access to popular 
recreational sites (e.g. lakes, rivers, etc.) 

·  Managing and maintaining hiking and/or interpretive 
trails. 

·  Providing access maps to the public. 
 
Managing for recreation is just another way in which 
West Fraser manages for multiple values on the land. 

� � �

Petite Lake Day Use Area 
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All of West Fraser’s forest management operations in 
Alberta take place on public land.  The Company takes 
the responsibility of operating on public land very 
seriously.  Each West Fraser division has a multi-
faceted public consultation program that provides 
members of the public with various avenues to provide 
feedback to the Company.   
 
For example, all of West Fraser’s woodland divisions 
hold annual open houses in the communities in which 
they operate.  These open houses give the public an 
opportunity to review and comment on operational plans 
being developed by the Company, such as General 
Development Plans and Forest Management Plans.  
The open houses also provide the public with an 
opportunity to learn more about what a Woodlands 
Department does, and to meet the people who work 
there.  All concerns and feedback resulting from these 
open houses are noted and tracked by the Company 
and all written comments receive a formal response.   
 
However, perhaps the best example of stakeholder 
consultation, are the public advisory groups that each 
West Fraser division maintains.  These public advisory 
groups are made up of local stakeholders, such as 
trappers, politicians, teachers, seniors, and Aboriginal 
groups, which represent various interests within the 
Forest Management Area.   
 
“These public advisory groups were established to 
provide organized and regular public input into West 
Fraser’s planning and operations,” says Aaron Jones, 
Stewardship/Public Affairs Coordinator for Hinton Wood 
Products.  “Our advisory groups also select or respond 
to issues, as well as consider and recommend actions 
and policies to the Company.  Although West Fraser’s 
public advisory groups are not a decision making body, 
any recommendation made by these groups is 

considered very carefully and seriously by the 
Company, as it is clear these groups represent the 
public’s interest on the landbase that we are managing.” 
 
Jim LeLacheur, West Fraser’s Chief Forester for 
Alberta, says, “Each West Fraser division also engages 
with local Aboriginal communities, who have traditional 
rights and interests in the areas that we manage.  The 
purpose of these interactions is to discover, and where 
possible mitigate, any infringement our operations may 
cause on traditional Aboriginal rights,”  
 
In addition to these consultative efforts, our Alberta 
divisions also have created training and employment 
opportunities for local bands.  “For example, Sundre 
Forest Products (SFP) started an Aboriginal Training 
Program in 2010,” explains LeLacheur. “ Working with 
Alberta Employment and Immigration, the Sunchild First 
Nation, the O’Chiese First Nation and the Stoney First 
Nation, as well as one of the SFP’s forestry contractors,  
this training program provided Aboriginal people an 
opportunity to gain forestry work experience in the areas 
of firewood manufacturing, tree planting, stand tending, 
dead fall clearing from roads, and cone collection.   
 
“The intent of the program was to start small and to 
build slowly,” says Tom Daniels, Forestry 
Superintendent for SFP.  “The varied work allowed 
young people from the three different First Nations to 
experience some of the work that they could do in the 
forest sector.” 
 
“For example,” notes Daniels, “in the winter of 2010, 
crews picked 1800 hectolitres of pine cones.  Each 
hectolitre contains about 70,000 seeds.  We estimated 
that 12.6 million seeds were collected as part of the 
Aboriginal Training Program – seed that will become 
trees that will be planted back into land we manage.” 
 

  Cone Picking – SFP’s Aboriginal Training Program 



 

Sundre Forest Products (SFP) operates in 
one of the most highly-used outdoor 
recreational areas of the province.  Within 
close proximity to Calgary, Edmonton and 
Red Deer, the Forest Management Area here 
is a very busy place.  During the May long 
weekend in 2010 alone, there was an 
estimated 45,000 to 60,000 people recreating 
on SFP’s FMA.   
 
A challenge for SFP has been to try and 
connect with these urban stakeholders who are 
here on the weekend and gone during the 
week, to find out what they think about the 
logging and associated activities like mountain 
beetle management.   
 
Colin Kure, who has been a member of SFP’s 
public advisory group since its inception in 
1992, says, “We have seen a steady increase 
in people using the forests around Rocky 
Mountain House for recreational activities.  
Unfortunately, not all of these folks understand 
the economic and biological importance of 
forests to our local communities.  As a member 
of the hunting community, I am very aware of 
the benefits in having a diverse landscape with 
some areas disturbed by harvesting or fire, 
while other areas of older forests remain.  A 
diversity of ages and economic opportunities is 
the key.” 
 
“The urban public’s understanding of forest 
management concepts is an important issue,” 
says Greg Neale, Woodlands Manager at SFP, 
“because SFP’s government-mandated 
strategy to address the pine beetle outbreak in 
Alberta means more logging of pine stands on 
the FMA where urban folks recreate.”   
 
It is hoped that the various communication 
tools initiated by Alberta Sustainable Resource 
Development and SFP (e.g. newspaper 
articles, media tours, radio interviews, etc.) will 
help to inform and garner support from the 
weekend visitors to the area.” 
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The olive-sided flycatcher was 
designated as Threatened under 
the Canada Species at Risk Act in 
2010.   
 
This 18-20cm songbird prefers 
open areas with regenerating 
forest and tall perches, especially 
near wet areas or water – the type 
of habitat that occurs after a forest 
fire or harvesting. The nest is built 
in a conifer tree near the tip of a 
branch. Forest management 
produces mostly positive habitat 
effects because the species 
prefers early succession habitat. 
Structure retention in cut blocks is 
an important practice – especially 
single tree retention. 
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West Fraser continues to be an active proponent and 
participant in biodiversity conservation, especially for 
species at risk.  
 
“We have two major approaches,” says Chief Biologist 
Rick Bonar. “First and foremost, we manage to maintain 
forest habitat within the natural range of variation 
produced by Mother Nature.  That means supplying all 
natural forest habitats in amounts and patterns similar to 
what would result from a natural disturbance regime, 
which in our area is mainly forest fires.”  
 
“It’s similar to a bank account where we protect the 
balance and withdraw only the interest,” explains Bonar. 
“The forest is the balance and forest growth each year is 
the interest. After accounting for any natural 
disturbances, we harvest the remainder of the available 
annual growth. Of course it’s not quite that simple, and 
both the ‘balance’ and the ‘interest’ move up and down 
over time within a natural range. For example, the 
amount of old-growth present over time might vary from 
a low of 10% to a high of 23%.  The result of this 
approach is to supply over the long term the habitat 
needed by all forest species, which helps to conserve 
biodiversity.” 
 
The second major approach is to take additional special 
steps to recover species at risk. Fortunately there are 
relatively few forest-dependent species at risk. “This 
likely reflects the success of our basic forest habitat 
approach”, says Bonar. “The forests we manage are 
quite similar to those produced by Mother Nature, so we 
would expect most species to be prospering”. Until 
recently, there were just three forest-dependent species 
at risk that live in Alberta forests managed by West 
Fraser – woodland caribou, grizzly bear, and trumpeter 
swan.  
 
In 2010, three bird species that occur on West Fraser 

tenures in the breeding season, the olive-sided 
flycatcher, the Canada warbler, and common nighthawk, 
were designated as Threatened under the Canada 
Species at Risk Act.  The Athabasca rainbow trout was 
also provisionally ranked as Threatened under the 
Alberta Wildlife Act, although no official designation had 
occurred as of the end of 2010. 
 
“The three newly listed bird species breed in Canada 
and winter in South America,” says Bonar.  “Reasons for 
population declines of these species are not well 
understood, but changing conditions on their winter 
range are probably a major factor. These species occur 
locally and uncommonly on portions of forests managed 
by West Fraser in Alberta. We will work with the Alberta 
government to conserve habitat for these species.”  
 
The Athabasca rainbow trout is the only native rainbow 
trout population in Alberta. While not genetically distinct 
from rainbow trout in the Columbia River and Fraser 
River watersheds in BC, the Athabasca rainbow trout is 
restricted to the upper Athabasca River watershed.  
 
“Threats to the Athabasca rainbow trout include non-
native Eastern brook trout, which compete with 
Athabasca rainbow trout, and fish movement barriers 
and sediment at some locations where roads cross 
streams,” explains Bonar.   
 
Bonar is a member of the Recovery Team led by the 
Alberta government, which is developing the Athabasca 
Rainbow Trout Recovery Plan. West Fraser is also a 
founding member of the Foothills Stream Crossing 
Program – an industry-led initiative to inventory and 
repair, replace, or remove old stream crossings that 
don’t meet current standards. 
 
 

Common nighthawk Canada warbler 
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On May 18, 2010, 21 forest companies (including West 
Fraser), who are members of the Forest Products 
Association of Canada (FPAC), and nine leading 
environmental organizations, announced the signing of 
the Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement (CBFA), which 
covers more than 76 million hectares of public forests 
licensed to FPAC member companies across Canada. 
 
Wayne Clogg, Senior Vice President Woodlands for 
West Fraser, says, “Over the next three years of 
development under the CBFA, FPAC members like 
West Fraser have committed to working with the other 
CBFA signatories to achieve the conservation and 
economic prosperity goals outlined in the Agreement.” 
 
Specific commitments of those signatory to the CBFA 
include: 
 

1. To implement world-leading, on-the-ground 
sustainable forest management practices that 
best reflect the principles of ecosystem-based 
management in the Boreal Forest. 

2. To develop and accelerate implementation of 
plans to protect species at risk in the Boreal 
Forest, with a priority focus on Boreal caribou. 

3. To accelerate the completion of the protected 
spaces network for the Boreal Forest that 
represents the diversity of ecosystems within 
the Boreal region and serves to provide 
ecological benchmarks.  

4. To take action on climate change as it relates to 
forest conservation and forest product life 
cycles. 

5. To take action to improve the prosperity of the 
Canadian forest sector and the communities 
that depend on it. 

6. To work to achieve recognition in the 
marketplace for the environmental performance 

of the participating companies. 
 
In the first year of the CBFA the signatories formed a 
number of national and regional working groups to 
develop methods and start the process of developing 
recommendations for governments and soliciting input 
from Aboriginal people and other interested 
stakeholders.  
 
Clogg says, “Although considerable progress has been 
made on all of these initiatives, the bulk of the work has 
focussed on building relationships, developing 
information and analysis tools and starting to work on 
CBFA products. Keep in mind that the CBFA is a 
revolutionary agreement between two groups that have 
traditionally been adversaries. It hasn’t been easy to put 
the past aside and work toward common goals, but 
progress is being made and is encouraging.”  
 
The British Columbia/Alberta Regional Working Group 
(RWG) has started to develop caribou 
recommendations, starting with north-eastern Alberta. 
The RWG recently provided a joint response to the 
Lower Athabasca Regional Plan developed by the 
Alberta government under the Alberta Land-use 
Framework.   
 
West Fraser is an active participant in the CBFA and 
has assigned five people to work on its implementation. 
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At West Fraser, good science is the underpinning of all 
forest management activities carried out by our Alberta 
divisions.  Whether it is deciding on how much old 
growth to retain on the landscape or how to best 
manage for grizzly bears, research undertaken by West 
Fraser or in partnership with other organizations such as 
the Foothills Research Institute or FP Innovations, 
provides answers to these important questions. 
 
Most importantly, research that we are involved in is the 
result of specific questions asked by West Fraser’s 
Woodlands departments – questions such as: 
 

·  What are the effects of mountain pine beetle on 
stand water balance including rain/snow 
interception, forest floor evaporation, soil moisture 
storage, groundwater recharge, and water table 
response? 

·  What is the response of lodgepole pine to various 
silvicultural treatments? 

·  Can a field-classification manual be developed that 
would provide relevant riparian-area management 
guidelines across the Province of Alberta? 

·  What are the impacts of climate change on the 
growth and yield of lodgepole pine? 

 
Answers to questions such as these, and many others, 
often result in changes to way we manage forests, and 
that is the key to good research and good science – 
taking what you’ve learned and adapting your practises 
accordingly.   
 
“We call it ‘putting research into practice’ and it is a 
cornerstone of our philosophy on research,” says Rick 
Bonar, President of the Foothills Research Institute and 
Chief Biologist for West Fraser. 
 
In 2010, West Fraser’s Alberta divisions spent over 2.5 
million dollars on research looking into a varying range 

of topics.   
 
The adjacent table summarizes the research conducted 
and/or supported by West Fraser in 2010. The research 
generally falls into one of the following six categories: 
 

1. Ecological – All research relating to forest and 
aquatic ecosystems, including the flora and fauna 
within, natural disturbances and the effects of 
differing management strategies. 

2. Growth & Yield  – Research that helps determine 
how quickly and how many trees grow over time. 

3. Tree Improvement  – Research into improving 
genetic stock through tree breeding, with the end 
goal of producing seed to be used to grow 
healthier and thriftier seedlings for planting 

4. Reforestation  – Research associated with how to 
best establish and grow trees to maturity; the 
effects of different silvicultural and harvesting 
practices. 

5. Historical  – Research that provides information 
regarding the location and extent of historical, 
archaeological and cultural resources on 
Company FMAs, so that these resources can be 
identified and, if necessary, conserved. 

6. Technological – Research that helps the 
Company address operational issues such as 
harvest equipment design and efficiency, or 
improving the value recovery from the products 
produced from each tree harvested.  
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Peter was among the first students to graduate from 
Forestry School in 1967 and has worked in the forest 
industry for over 40 years.  He has seen and done 
things that most people today can only read about. 
Peter is considered a true pioneer in the forest industry.  
 
Peter was a consultant for the first 20 years of his 
career. As the owner/operator of Sauze Forestry, he 
provided expertise in silviculture and forest planning 
work.  Peter was about innovation; a real ideas kind of 
guy looking for an opportunity to improve on some 
everyday chore or to find a solution to a fascinating 
challenge.  In the early years, when you had to walk 
into remote areas to get to work, Peter started using 
horses and wagons to get his crews and their trees to 
the work area faster.  Then he introduced the Rokon to 
his crews – a two-wheel drive off-road motorcycle 
designed to travel anywhere.  This was many years 
before the first three-wheeled ATV was even invented. 
 
In 1991, Peter accepted a job as planning manager for 
what is now Sundre Forest Products (SFP). He earned 
a reputation as a visionary – known for pioneering 
forestry techniques and an eagerness to master new 
technology. Peter was the guy who introduced staff to 
computers, then ortho photos, GPS systems, and most 
recently has been on the leading edge of how to deal 
with the billions of points of LiDar mapping data to 
discover new ways of improving forest management 
processes.  
 
Peter was also involved in the development of the first 
Forest Advisory Committee in the province. He brought 
folks together with various values and interests within 
the community to provide advice to the Company with 
the goal of improving SFP’s planning process. 
Nineteen years later, that public advisory group is still 
in place today, with some of the same people that sat 
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in on the first meeting. 
 
Peter enjoyed contributing his time to many worthwhile 
community efforts such as the Friends of the Eastern 
Slopes, the Olds Rotary Club, Sundre Search and 
Rescue, 4H, and the Lions club.  
 
Above all, Peter was a gentleman and a good friend to 
everyone. He always looked for an opportunity to get 
together with friends or family, to go for a ‘trip’, or a sleigh 
ride, or just out for a beer. He wished the best for anyone 
he crossed paths with, whether you were an 
acquaintance, a friend, a colleague, or family.  He would 
help out where he could and was always there to support 
others for their efforts and achievements. 
 
Last year, Peter survived a double-bypass surgery, and 
quickly recovered eager to enjoy the summer. On 
December 31, he retired. By mid-January, he and Lydia 
set off on another big adventure: a three-month road trip 
through the US, from California to Florida, which they had 
been planning for months. Four days in, on Jan 19, 2011, 
they stopped on a Washington state highway so Peter 
could take a photo of a farmhouse. The sun was in his 
eyes, and he didn’t see the truck that hit him. He was 66. 
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2010 was another difficult year for the Canadian forest 
industry – overall lumber prices remained very low and 
US housing starts recovered very little. Mountain pine 
beetle attack was found in Alberta in even greater 
numbers than the year before, and early indications in 
2011 point to increasing populations in many parts of 
Alberta – especially in our Blue Ridge Lumber and 
Slave Lake Pulp FMAs. 
 
Despite these and other challenges in 2010, our 
woodlands staff, mill employees, and contractors were 
all committed to operating in an environmentally 
responsible manner and meeting production targets, 
while still controlling our cost to the largest degree 
possible.   
 
This stewardship report is developed each year and 
highlights accomplishments, challenges, and 
opportunities for improvement that West Fraser’s 
Alberta operations were faced with in 2010.  The intent 
of this Stewardship Report, as always, is to be 
transparent.  We will report the good with the bad, and 
the challenges with the successes.  We are hopeful that 

2011 will be a better year, and that lumber and housing 
markets will start to recover. 
 
If there is any feedback, questions, or comments about 
West Fraser and our management practises they are 
always welcome.  For more information on the 
Company’s Alberta woodlands operations, forest 
management practises, or to ask questions or make 
comments, please contact: 
 
Woodlands Communications 
c/o Hinton Wood Products, 
A division of West Fraser Mills Ltd. 
756 Switzer Drive,  
Hinton, Alberta  
T7V 0A2 
e-mail:  aaron.jones@westfraser.com 
phone: (780) 865-8559 
fax (780) 865-8165 
website: www.westfraser.com 
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